318    WIVES  OF  HENRY  THE   EIGHTH
and several other of his bishops whose ecclesiastical
status was unrecognised by the Pope,, were unques-
tionably, and not unnaturally, Protestant in their
sympathies ;   whilst Cromwell %vas simply a poli-
tician  who  cared  nothing  for  creeds  and  faiths,
except as ancillary to State policy.    Francis, and
even on occasion Charles himself, made little of
taking Church property for lay purposes when he
needed it:   he had more than once been the ally
of  the  infidel  against  Catholic  princes,   and  his
religious belief was notoriously lax;   and yet he
remained " the eldest son of the Church/'    Charles
had struggled successfully against the Papal pre-
tensions to control the temporalities of the Spanish
Church, his troops had sacked Rome and imprisoned
the Pope, and his ministers for years had bullied
pontiffs and scolded them as if they were erring
schoolboys.    Excommunication had fallen upon him
and his, and as hard things had been said of him
in Rome as of Henry ; and yet he was the champion
of Catholic Christendom.    The conclusion is obvious
that  Henry's  sin  towards  the   Papacy was   not
primarily the spoliation of the Church, the repudia-
tion of Katharine, or even the assumption of control
over the temporalities, but that he had arrogated
to himself the spiritual headship in his realm.    In
most other respects he was as good a Catholic as
Charles, and a much better one than Francis ;  and
yet under stress of circumstances he was forced
into  common  cause  with  the  growing  party   of
reform   in   Europe,   whose   separation   from   the
Church was profoundly doctrinal, and arose from
entirely different motives from those of Henry.
The  danger  that  threatened  England  at  the